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TELANGANA & ANDHRAPRADESH
AP CM Naidu inaugurates 
development programmes in 
Tirumala

  Tirumala, Sep 16 (UNI) 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
on Wednesday inaugurated 
several development pro-
grammes during his sec-
ond-day visit to Tirumala.  
Naidu inaugurated the ‘Sri 
Venkateswara Museum’, 
established by the Tiruma-

la Tirupati Devasthanams 
(TTD) to enable devotees to 
learn about the significance 
of Tirumala and the special 
features associated with Lord 
Venkateswara.  The museum 
has four floors, 14 galleries, 
and a total area of approxi-
mately one lakh square feet, 
with more than 8,000 exhib-
its.  As part of measures to 

ensure the safety of devotees 
visiting Tirumala, the TTD 
introduced a group insurance 
scheme in collaboration with 
the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India (LIC).  The 
Chief Minister also inaugu-
rated the ‘Tirumala Healing 
and Devotion Experience 
Centre’, established for dev-
otees waiting for darshan.  
At Vaikuntham Queue Com-
plex-I, arrangements have 
been made for live medita-
tion broadcasts along with 
an immersive theatre for 
devotees.  As part of environ-
mental protection measures, 
32 new electric buses were 
introduced. Reliance donated 
25 buses, and Bharat Biotech 
donated seven buses to the 
TTD.  Naidu also launched 
the ‘Nandakam app’ for ac-
commodation rooms for pil-
grims.

AP CM flags off 32 electric buses in 
Tirumala

  Tirumala, Sep 16 (UNI) 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
on Wednesday flagged off 32 
electric buses at Narayanagiri 
Circle in Tirumala.    Of the 
32 buses, 25 were provided 
by Reliance Foundation and 
seven by Hyderabad-based 
Bharat Biotech for the con-
venience of devotees visit-
ing Tirumala.    Reliance EV 
Mobility CEO Nitin Seth and 
Bharat Biotech Managing 
Director Suchitra Ella also 
handed over charging stations 
to the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD).    During 
his visit to Tirumala in June 
this year, Reliance Industries 
Executive Director Anant 
Ambani had announced that 
25 electric buses would be 
provided to the TTD.  Naidu, 
accompanied by Ministers 
Anam Ramanarayana Reddy 
and Anagani, TTD Chairman 
B R Naidu and Executive Of-
ficer Ravichandra, flagged 
off the buses at Narayanagiri 
Circle.  The Chief Minister 
later travelled in one of the 
electric buses from Narayan-
agiri Circle to the Sri Ven-
kateswara Museum.  Min-
ister Anam Ramanarayana 
Reddy, Nitin Seth, Suchitra 
Ella, Ravichandra, and others 
accompanied him. Reliance 

Foundation, the philanthrop-
ic arm of Reliance Industries 
Limited(RIL), said the 25 
electric buses and a dedicat-
ed EV charging station were 
provided to the TTD as part 
of efforts to promote cleaner 
and sustainable transporta-
tion for pilgrims.  The con-
tribution comes ahead of the 
two Srivari Brahmotsavams, 
which are expected to draw 
large numbers of devotees 
to Tirumala.  Reliance Foun-
dation and the TTD have 
worked together to develop 
the charging facilities and 
other infrastructure required 
for operating the electric bus-
es, the foundation said.  The 
addition of the buses is ex-
pected to support the TTD’s 
ongoing green mobility initia-

tives and reduce dependence 
on conventional fuel-pow-
ered vehicles.  The initiative 
was undertaken jointly by 
Reliance Foundation and Jio-
bp, with Reliance Foundation 
providing philanthropic sup-
port and Jio-bp contributing 
expertise in electric mobility 
and EV charging infrastruc-
ture.  Anant Ambani said the 
electric buses were a contri-
bution towards making the 
pilgrimage more comfort-
able while supporting efforts 
to protect the biodiversity 
of the Tirumala region.  The 
initiative is part of Reliance’s 
broader efforts towards sus-
tainable development and 
cleaner mobility solutions in 
India, the foundation added.  

AP CM Naidu announces measures 
to develop Tirumala as spiritual 
centre

  Tirumala, Sept 16 (UNI) 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu 
on Wednesday announced 
a series of measures for the 
development of Tirumala as 
a sacred pilgrimage and spir-
itual centre, covering devotee 
welfare, temple development, 
healthcare, education and 
environmental conservation.  
Addressing the media along 
with Endowments Minis-
ter Anam Ramanarayana 
Reddy and TTD Chairman 
B.R. Naidu, the Chief Minis-
ter said 89.5 per cent of the 
Tirumala hills was covered 
by green cover.  Naidu said 
the Sri Venkateswara Mu-
seum had been modernised 
and reopened to showcase the 
glory of Lord Venkateswara, 
the history of Tirumala, 
mythological narratives and 
the divine wedding of the de-
ity.  The museum was estab-
lished by the TCS Trust at a 
cost of Rs 104 crore, and the 
trust would maintain it for the 
next five years, he said.  The 

TTD had decided to provide 
insurance coverage to every 
devotee in collaboration with 
LIC. An Aadhaar-based on-
line insurance facility would 
be introduced and Rs 2 lakh 
financial assistance would be 
provided in case of the death 
of a devotee at Tirumala, 
Naidu said.  A Healing Expe-
rience Centre had been estab-
lished at Vaikuntham Queue 
Complex-I to familiarise dev-
otees with the glory of Lord 
Venkateswara, the history of 
the temple and related as-
pects, he said.  Naidu said 32 
electric buses had been intro-
duced for the transportation 
of devotees at Tirumala. Re-
liance Foundation donated 25 
EV buses and Bharat Biotech 
donated seven buses to the 
TTD.  With these additions, 
the total number of electric 
buses available for devotee 
transportation had risen to 44, 
he said.  The Chief Minister 
said the government aimed to 
develop temples as centres of 
spirituality. Under the Srivani 

programme, it had decided to 
construct 5,000 Srivari tem-
ples across the State and ren-
ovate existing old temples.  
He said Srivari Seva volun-
teers would also be linked 
with these temples.  Around 
12 lakh people had registered 
as Srivari Seva volunteers 
across the State, he said.  The 
government also planned to 
establish Srivari temples in 
cities across the world with 
large Hindu populations and 
at constituency headquarters 
and other locations across the 
State, Naidu said.  He said a 
corpus of Rs 3,165 crore was 
held under the Annaprasad-
am Trust and steps would be 
taken to further improve An-
naprasadam services.  A cor-
pus of Rs 191 crore was held 
under the Pranadanam Trust 
and Rs 240 crore under the 
BIRRD corpus trust, he said.  
Naidu said SVIMS, BIR-
RD, Ruia Hospital and the 
Children’s Hospital, among 
others, would be integrated, 
while doctors would be en-
couraged to serve as Srivari 
Seva volunteers at the hospi-
tals.  Under the motto ‘Ma-
nava Seve Madhava Seva’, 
measures would be taken to 
serve patients and improve 
medical treatment, he said.  
A plan would also be formu-
lated to integrate hospitals in 
Tirupati.  The Chief Minister 
said the education system 
provided through the TTD 
would be restructured, with 
emphasis on skill develop-
ment and better employment 
opportunities for students.  
Under the Vruksha Govin-
dam programme.

CPI(M) stages dharna 
demanding elections to 
Kakinada Corporation

  Kakinada, Sept 16 (UNI) 
CPI(M) city committee mem-
bers staged a dharna in front 
of the Municipal Corporation 
office on Cinema Road here 
on Wednesday, demanding 
immediate elections to the 
Kakinada Municipal Corpo-
ration.      Addressing the pro-
testers, CPI(M) city unit con-
venor Palivela Virababu and 
city committee member Mal-
aka Venkata Ramana ques-
tioned the delay in holding 
elections to the civic body, 
while elections to the State 
and Central governments 
are held every five years.      
They alleged that the delay 
amounted to neglect of the 
74th Constitutional Amend-
ment.      The leaders said 
the Kakinada civic body was 
upgraded from a municipality 
to a municipal corporation in 
2005, but basic civic facilities 
had not improved adequately 
despite an increase in the tax 

burden.      They said the cor-
poration was facing financial 
constraints and was unable to 
repair sanitation vehicles or 
purchase new ones.       The 
leaders said an elected coun-
cil had been in place only 
twice during the 21-year his-
tory of the municipal cor-
poration.      The corporation 
had remained under special 
officers’ rule for a total of 
11 years - seven years earli-
er and four years at present, 
they said.      They alleged that 
crores of rupees due from the 
Central Finance Commission 
had been withheld due to the 
absence of an elected coun-
cil.      The CPI(M) leaders 
urged local MPs and MLAs 
to take steps for holding elec-
tions to the corporation at the 
earliest.      CPI(M) city com-
mittee members Naga Bathu-
la Suryanarayana, D. Prasad, 
Medisetti Venkataramana, K. 
Chittibabu.

AP CM to participate in Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan in Varanasi 
 Vijayawada, Sep 16 (UNI) 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
will participate in  ‘Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan’ being or-
ganised in Varanasi to mark 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s 25 years of public 
service on Thursday.   As part 
of month-long programmes 
being organised across the 
country to commemorate 

Narendra Modi’s journey in 
public life as Chief Minister 
and Prime Minister, the ‘Va-
ranasi-Vadnagar Seva Yatra’ 
is being conducted in Kashi. 
The Seva Sankalp.

TGSRTC to construct 
13 high-tech bus 
stations
Hyderabad, Sep 16 (UNI) 

The Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation (TGS-
RTC) is set to construct 13 
high-tech bus stations across 
the state under the Integrated 
Transit System model, the 
corporation said on Wednes-
day.The proposed bus sta-
tions will offer airport-stan-
dard facilities, including 
multi-modal connectivity, 
shopping and business com-
plexes, food courts, gaming 
zones and entertainment ar-
eas.The project, conceived by 
TGSRTC Managing Director 
Y Nagi Reddy and support-
ed by the Telangana govern-

ment, has received approval 
from the government and 
the Transport Department.
The new bus stations will 
come up at Nagarkurnool, 
Regonda, Huzurnagar, Ko-
dad, Kodangal, Kosgi, Mad-
dur, Kesamudram, Husnabad, 
Mulugu, Madhira, Nalgonda 
and Kothagudem.TGSRTC 
said the integrated transit 
hubs are aimed at improv-
ing passenger convenience 
while providing commercial 
opportunities for businesses. 
Interested businesspeople can 
approach the corporation for 
allocation of shops and busi-
ness spaces at the new facil-
ities.

Rs 1,838 Cr projects 
to modernise 
Visakhapatnam water 
supply system

Visakhapatnam, Sep 16 
(UNI) 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu 
will lay the foundation stones 
for four water supply and in-
frastructure projects and inau-
gurate another project, worth 
a total of Rs 1,838 crore, 
during his visit to Visakhapa-
tnam on September 19, 
GVMC Commissioner Ketan 
Garg said on Wednesday. 
The Chief Minister will also 
distribute house-site pattas 
to beneficiaries as part of his 

visit, the Commissioner said. 
Of the five projects, founda-
tion stones will be laid for 
the Rs 725-crore 24/7 water 
supply project, Rs 117-crore 
modernisation of bulk and 
semi-bulk water supply con-
nections, Rs 150-crore dedi-
cated industrial water supply 
pipeline and Rs 400-crore 
water supply and sewerage 
works under AMRUT 2.0. 
The Rs 446-crore Non-Rev-
enue Water (NRW) Reduc-
tion and 24/7 Water Supply 
System project in GVMC’s 
North-West Sector.


